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BENJAMIN FRANKLIN PARKWAY:
An Action Plan

Community Meetings
July 23rd, 24th, 30th + 31st

Leadership Team:
Drew Becher, Pennsylvania Horticultural Society

Stephanie Craighead, Parks and Recreation
Mark Focht, Parks and Recreation

Gail Harrity, Philadelphia Art Museum
Paul Levy, Center City District

LEADERSHIP TEAM

Chairs: 
Michael DiBerardinis

Commissioner of the Department of Parks and Recreation
&

Alan Greenberger 
Deputy Mayor for Planning and Economic Development

Develop an action plan for the Parkway that is based 

on CIVIC ENGAGEMENT and that, ultimately, leads to 
a set of projects that can be funded and implemented 

in the NEXT FEW YEARS.

INTENT BASELINE

The Benjamin Franklin Parkway is the PREMIER 
CIVIC SPACE in the city. 

The Benjamin Franklin Parkway has NOT LIVED UP 
TO IT'S EARLY 20TH CENTURY VISION as a 

dense cultural and institutional district within a park 
setting. 
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A 20th CENTURY VISION

CULTURAL BOULEVARD defined by art 
museums, art schools, and other key institutions.

The Parkway as a GREEN WEDGE of park 
reaching towards the city.

FAIRMOUNT PARK FAIRMOUNT PARK
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THE PARKWAY TODAY

The past decade has seen a 
focus on improvements to:

CULTURAL INSTITUTIONS 
STREETSCAPES

AMENITIES
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UNFINISHED BUSINESS

SURROUNDING CONTEXT

THE PEDESTRIAN ENVIRONMENT THAT 
CONNECTS THE PARKWAY TO NEARBY 

NEIGHBORHOODS.
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THE PARKWAY TOMORROW

Is the future of public life along the Benjamin Franklin 

Parkway tied more to the EDGES than the center?

STUDY AREA
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Journey to Work

source: email Judi Rodgers, Parkway Council 04.05.12

2011 
Institutional 
Attendance

> 3 million

Event  Attendees
WHAT TYPES OF ACTIVITIES & 

AMENITIES MIGHT DRAW PEOPLE TO 
THE PARKWAY?

Festivals/Events
Programs

Art
Active Recreation for Adults and Children

Passive Recreation
Restrooms

Food
Other
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CicLAvia, LA
CicLAvia temporarily removes cars from L.A. streets

Association for Public Art, Philadelphia
Tango on the Parkway

Night Market, Philadelphia
Outdoor evening bazaar featuring some of Philadelphia’s best food trucks

Philadelphia Museum of Art
Rocky Movie Night
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Festivals
Fleisher Art Memorial Color Wheels Mobile Art Studio; Science Festival

Serpentine Gallery, London
Pavilion, 2002 by Toyo Ito and Cecil Balmond with Arup

Cloud City, New York
Metropolitan Museum of Art, 2012 by Tomás Saraceno

Vondelpark Playground, Amsterdam
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Von Colln Field, Philadelphia

Macombs Dam Park, New York
Adult Playground

Sister Cities Park, Philadelphia Franklin Square, Philadelphia
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Bike Sharing, Antwerp
Bryant Park, New York

Jardin du Luxemburg, Paris
Public Restrooms

New York, Paris, Switzerland, 
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Outdoor dining and retail
Franklin Square, Philadelphia; Piazza Colonna, Rome  

THE CHARGE

Create a SET OF ACTIONS & CRITERIA that 
can be developed into an action plan for projects for 

the Parkway

THE APPROACH

USERS (AND WHO IS MISSING)


WHAT THEY DO or COULD DO THERE


WHY THE PARKWAY IS IMPORTANT


PRIORITIES / CRITERIA

GROUND RULES
• Listen to each other- it’s as important as talking. 

• Everyone is encouraged to participate. Speak your mind freely, 
and invite others to speak as well. 

• Ask clarifying questions. Help to develop one another’s ideas. 

• If you disagree, explore that disagreement, don’t try to resolve it. 
Use it to try to understand each other. 

• Everyone understand the talk is deliberative rather than 
argumentative. 

• Listen to each other- it’s as important as talking. 
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NEXT STEPS

Consolidation of community feedback
Create design and programming ideas

Final Public Presentation (Fall)

STAY INFORMED:
planphilly.com/benjamin-franklin-parkway-action-plan

BENJAMIN FRANKLIN PARKWAY


