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Director, Department of Parks & Recreation
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Director, Penn Project for Civic Engagement
411 Dubring Wing
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Harris M. Steinberg, FAIA
Executive Director, PennPraxis
411 Duhring Wing
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Dear Sirs,

The series of neighborhood meetings you convened last week were impressive, partly
through the excellent attendance but also for the highly organized and friendly good nature of
the program. I'm certain you were all well pleased with the results and the enthusiasm that was
generated. It was all of very keen interest to me having raised a tamily on Logan Circle and
having spent many years on the Parkway and beyond along the Schuylkill. My wife and [ were
actively engaged with all the institutions as well as serving on LSNA in a variety of ways
including Zoning Chairman and several terms as President. So you see the ardor of my interest

in your program.

Two projects rivet my attention. The first responds to the particularities of your focus
at those meetings and while I had sympathy for practically all the neighbors’ suggestions, as an
architect [ winced at the thought of putting it all together in a simple coherent harmonious
scheme. But as I examined closely the original Parkway plan as conceived by Greber and Cret,
it occurred to me that to follow studiously the ideas they had already drawn, almost all the

expressed current needs would be met. Although much has been changed since the twenties
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that could not be redone, the idea of a series of “vest-pocket” parks, symmetrical along both
sides of the Parkway, could be imp]ementéd without offense to anything existing at present.
The tiny “parklets” that Greber indicated had great variety of size and shape and planting, but
they also exhibited a harmonious sense of ensemble, which is seldom seen these days in
landscape design. Most frequently the more formal schemes of the past receive less than
sympathetic treatment in our current zeal to design “for our time.” But here we have a perfect
excuse to further implement the grand design of Greber and Cret. The neighbors would love it.

See how everyone loves Paul Cret at Rittenhouse Square.

The second project that came up in response to your meetings was a scheme I developed
myself way back in 1986 for an amphitheater at Eakins Oval. At the time, [ proposed it to
Councilman John B. Kelly as a memorial to Princess Grace. For obscure reasons I can't recall
the project never took wings. But now it seems as though its time has come. Everyone 1
showed it to at a couple of those meetings seemed genuinely delighted with the idea, and
several of them are actually coaching me on how to get it going. One woman has actually
composed a press release to be used at the opening. She has encouraged me with a list of “next

steps” and people to call, so what am I to do, but persevere?

I have enclosed some pictures of the Eakins Oval Scheme. I know that it not the sort of
large scale long term ideas you were looking for, but the occasion cried out for me to bring it
up. I would be interested to hear your thoughts on these ideas. I hope they may be useful.

Again, my congratulations on your excellent series of neighborhood meetings.

Very truly yours,

Alvin Holm
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A series on the city

Eakins Oval .
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The Ben Franklin Paplk-
way has mspived visionar-
e for over a eentury, but
few I recent decades have rallied
behind a single idea with the same fervor
ihat Alvty Holm did pearly 20 years ago.

Charmed by the coneept of an ornate ouf-
dooy ampbithester at the fool of the Aut
Musewrn steps,  Holm, a Cenfer City ar-
chiteet, sketeliod a drawing i 1979 that
showed what it might look like.

He bhived an englneer, who said ab the
pime that the bodding would cost about 53
witlion. He reseavehed the site, which be
said world teguive ondy exeavatbion, and
could wse an existing underground retain-
g wall,

He then spent the hetter part of a decade
i 2 pagsiovate puvamt o pub bis propos-
alb into mnkion,

Towas guite impressed with the project
that yor deseribed)” wiote iy Councilman
Thacher Longstreth, theh president of the
Chamber of Comperce, W response (o one

by Erin Einhorn
Daily News Staff Writer

Tourism and publie
recreation now have com-
mereial valie in a city where
other industries ave dwindling.
The Central Philadelphoa Development Cor-
poration i looking toy new ideas for the
Parloway, and ihe musenn i being reland-
seaped.

Now's the time to give the old sketeh an-
other look, Holm said.

He dosted off & color rendering last month,
and placed it i the window of his office,
hoping perhaps to siir some excibement.

The Daily News took it io soine of today's
parkway movers aud shalers,

Here's what some of thewn sateh

CPDC's Pamd Levy: “For o 19-year-old
idea, it's agmi well B's a very elegant draw-
g bok i's a place that's on an island.”

Jn-aeph Kluger, Phitadelphia Orehesien
Beogident: It sounds like an Wieresiing
idea, bk e nob very practieal, When you've
gor Tunited sesomees, people ate Hotng, o
say, "Wy is this idea worth us either elos-
g down of Codne-
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peitng  with  ihe
Mann Cenjer,”"
Mery) Levitz,

president of the
Greater Philmdeb-
pota Towrism Mo
feting Corpora-
frose “How i yon
aei penple there,
aied where oo hey
park and how do
they walk to it and
lwawe o you avoid
tradbic notse  pnd
wned o fmes ond
sversibog else?
City Avts amd
Embinre Represei-
bovive Diane Dakia:

andits future

Archient Avin Bobn e this sketch in L8979

b dozens of letier thai Holoy seud o oy
power heolers e the e 19708 and early
;wl)”.,‘ &

" oagree, B Hobie, ond can sharve yon
cntboginan ot the project for enviching
i’hil_auﬂefph':m'ﬁ urbon buadseape,” wyste Ei-
gene O Hosowr Feo whe was presidenr of
e ely's Oovwvention snd Visitows Bures)
e 19T 8 wieh yon well in the project.”

Magor Bill Green suid he would consider
i Cuy Cosnethean Jobwe Kelly gol behind
he wea whew Holin pitched i as 2 wemo-
viad to has sisier, Prineess Grace.

Fni there would Be problems wiih park-
g some said Ofhers wondered whethey
an awphithestcr was needed. with other
aiicot ventes already i place.

Money was also 3 bavrier. The plan was
mepensive, Holn sxid, bl F was a cvie
project Wit v cowunercial vilie, d theye
was e folerones for sueh proposals,

aib-torward 15 pears,

I g vacuaian, ib

sesnes file o wonelers

b} adem, My bmbeedinge gresiion & poiliang

— fhere's alveady vo place o park for vhe
art miseud”

At Munseann President Anve o Harwon-
conrrt; T can think of o ot of wonderfid
things i e spece. ot o amphithearey
woudl eertaiudy b one of them.

Pt Park cxecoiive direetos Bl
REEER o " Evervone soos st io use the -
semm o o bockarap for specind evenks, hot
i ol venuine o elewiens of parking.”

Plesse Tomel Flnsena prestdesd MNaaer
Kol “Oh, 't that nest! Az long as we
con sobve sotoe ol the baste prohlems that
would be one of fhe opfiovns we wonbd
ool ai”

Fhiladeiphia Couvendion awd Visitoe
Buveaw pregident Too Muobdoow: "Wilh-
ouf any wlea of ihe costoor paalang on
ihe surface it certainly seews like o ieini-
e e, B0 owounlkd be povene thab convel-
P could use For prinie rdipes
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a some of your ideas for ihe Fadeay, Wiike e Edin Einbom.
Flnl scledp i, Fa. 19000, OF eanail elboa@gphilliuews oo
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What's Your brigit-idea For Hhe Parkna” N
_CARRY ON THE BRULIAZT ScHEME
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