
Early 1800s. George Gra

y’sferry serves as the entrance to

 th
e city. The surrounding area develops a

s

farms, estates, a
nd gar

de
ns

.

Mid 1800s. Harriso
n B

ro
th

er
s

acquires the Gray’s Ferry sit
e i

n 
18

63
.

The company produces ready-m

ixe
d 

pa
in

ts
 o

n 

site and establishes the f rst p
riva

te te
le

gr
ap

h 
w

ire
.

Late 1800s. By 1894, 
th

e 
si

te

hosts 49 buildings and 400 e
m

pl
oy

ee
s.

Early 1900s. In 1917
, D

up
on

t

its business from powders 

an
d 

ex
pl

os
iv

es
 t

o

other chemical research, inclu
ding

 f 
ni

sh
es

 a
nd

 p
ai

nt
.

Mid 1900s. The re
se

ar
ch

 a
nd

 t
es

tin
g

conducted at th

e 
G

ra
y’s

 F
er

ry

laboratories revolutio

ni
ze

 T
ef

 o
n 

co
at

in
gs

,

automobile producti

on,
 a

nd
 h

ou
se

 p
ai

nt
s.

 develops Lucite ac

ry
lic

 c
oa

tin
g

s.

They offer a cheaper, m
or

e 
du

ra
b

le

INNOVATION      CENTURIES

Early 2000s
. P

en
n 

ac
q

ui
re

s

the site
 in

 2
01

0.

researched and developed by PennPraxis IM
A

G
E 

C
RE

D
IT

S 
 B

ac
kg

ro
un

d
: T

he
 K

is
la

k 
C

en
te

r  
fo

r S
p

ec
ia

l C
ol

le
ct

io
ns

, P
en

n 
Li

b
ra

rie
s;

 E
ar

ly
 1

80
0s

: H
is

to
ric

al
 S

oc
ie

ty
 o

f P
en

ns
yl

va
ni

a;
 M

id
 1

80
0s

, M
id

 1
90

0s
, M

id
-L

at
e 

19
00

s:
 C

ou
rt

se
y 

of
 th

e 
H

ag
le

y 
M

us
eu

m
 &

 L
ib

ra
ry

; L
at

e 
18

00
s:

 
Ph

ila
d

el
p

hi
a 

an
d

 P
o

p
ul

ar
 P

hi
la

d
el

p
hi

an
s 

(1
89

1)
; E

ar
ly

 1
90

0s
: P

hi
lly

H
is

to
ry

.o
rg

; E
ar

ly
 2

00
0s

: P
en

no
va

tio
n 

W
or

ks

through
the

acquires Harrison Bros.,
 e

xp
an

d
in

g

Mid-Late 1900s. D
uP

on
t

paint for homeo
wne

rs
.


