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The Center for Architectural Conservation (CAC) has a cooperative agreement and is currently working with the Frank Lloyd 
Wright Foundation at Frank Lloyd Wright’s Taliesin, the architect’s home and studio near Spring Green, Wisconsin. While Wright 
is best known as an architect, he was also a ‘gentleman farmer,’ applying his boyhood farm experiences to his experimental 
curriculum where students practiced farming and foodways as part of their architectural education. No aspect of life at Taliesin 
escaped Wright’s design logic and the Midway Barn at Taliesin is no exception.  The Midway Barn complex is one of several 
primary structures comprising the Taliesin estate including Wright’s residence and Hillside School. While underappreciated for its 
architectural significance, Midway Barn provides an unparalleled opportunity to examine firsthand Wright’s ideas about the model 
American farm and the practice of agriculture as expressed through design and planning.  It also is one of the few known examples 
of Wright adapting existing older structures into his architecture.

The Taliesin Midway Barn Project was a three-week field project that began in May, 2021 and focused on the documentation and 
recording of Wright’s farmstead. The team, consisting of John Hinchman, supervising conservator; Greg Maxwell and Ha Leem 
Ro, postgraduate CAC fellows; and  HSPV intern Ali Cavicchio, worked with state-of-the-art recording methods including  terrestrial 
laser scanning and UAV technology to construct a complete 3-dimensional model of the entire structure and its setting. The Taliesin 
Midway Barn Project is part of a larger multi-year program designed to re-imagine Wright’s concept of ‘learning by doing’ through 
the preservation of Taliesin and Taliesin West.  By partnering with the Frank Lloyd Wright Foundation, Penn’s Historic Preservation 
Program will continue its focus on ‘preservation praxis’ as a critical form of professional learning, augmenting is existing program 
with other partner institutions such as the National Park Service.

Taliesin  & the Frank Lloyd Wright Foundation
Ongoing Collaboration

San Xavier del Bac is a mission church and a National Historic Landmark located in Wa:k, a village in the San Xavier District 
of the Tohono O’odham Nation, approximately 9 miles south of Tucson, Arizona.  The Center for Architectural Conservation 
worked over the course of two years to develop a Conservation Management Plan (CMP) for the Mission. While the church 
is relatively well understood from an architectural and art historical perspective, a CMP incorporates values held by a broad 
group of stakeholders, including those who actually use the building on a day-to-day basis, and takes this input into account in 
the determination of significance and management policies. 

To develop a CMP for a living place like San Xavier, understanding the ways in which different stakeholder groups interact 
with and value the site is critical, especially regular site users such as the clergy and parishioners. As an active Catholic 
church in the Tohono O’odham Nation, a pilgrimage site, a beloved regional landmark, and a top tourist destination drawing 
international and national visitors, a wide array of people value the place in vastly different ways. A CMP lays the groundwork 
to ensure that the values and significance associated with the church are understood and that future management, conser-
vation work, or alterations to the site maintain or enhance those values and significance, and importantly, don’t diminish or 
damage them.

San Xavier del Bac
Conservation Management Plan, 2020
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Center for the Preservation of Civil 

Rights Sites

The Center for the Preservation of Civil Rights Sites (CPCRS) advances the understanding and sustainable conservation of 
heritage places commemorating American civil rights histories and Black heritage. CPCRS is an academic partner working 
with organizations engaged in varied aspects of remembering, studying and stewarding the legacy of civil rights histories in 
the United States. Growing out of a partnership with Tuskegee University’s Department of Architecture begun in 2019, CP-
CRS undertakes research, teaching and fieldwork to explore issues, raise awareness, and build capacity to preserve civil 
rights histories. Our initial focus is on 19th- and 20th-century Black experiences – though we recognize that important civil 
rights histories and legacies draw on many other experiences in the US. Philanthropic support for CPCRS’ work with Tus-
kegee includes an initial grant from the J.M. Kaplan Fund and multi-year funding from the Andrew W. Mellon Foundation’s 
Humanities in Place Program.

CPCRS works to build capacity with organizations making and managing heritage sites that mark profound stories of the 
American experience. Taking a critical perspective to historical scholarship, preservation practice and pedagogy is essential 
to our work. The Center is led by Faculty Director Randy Mason, Senior Advisor Brent Leggs, Manager Sarah Lerner and a 
group of advisors drawn from the Penn faculty, Penn alumni and partner organizations.

Penn Praxis’ Urban Heritage Project 

PennPraxis supports design action and thought leadership to advance inclusion, innovation, and impact in communities that 
design doesn’t typically serve. Led by Adjunct Professor of Landscape Architecture Ellen Neises, PennPraxis does projects 
that demonstrate the power of interdisciplinary design, art, planning, and heritage preservation to respond to the major chal-
lenges of the built and natural environments, and the communities that inhabit them. Our projects strengthen the University of 
Pennsylvania’s Weitzman School of Design as a school focused on high social impact design. We create opportunities “be-
yond the market” to help our students develop agency in the world, and we cultivate diversity among the next generation of 
leaders.

The Urban Heritage Project is one of PennPraxis’ several practice clusters. It addresses issues at the intersection of built 
heritage, cultural landscape, and societal change through multi-disciplinary research and practice. Our projects include: an 
extensive series of cultural landscape projects and other work with the National Park Service (see www.cultural-landscapes.
org) and planning-design-preservation projects working as part of multidiscipline teams (including long-term work in Rwan-
da, Columbus, Indiana’s Miller House & Garden, New York City’s North Brother Island, and the historic center of Salvador da 
Bahia in Brazil) (see https://www.design.upenn.edu/pennpraxis/work/urban-heritage-project).
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Full faculty profiles available at: https://www.design.upenn.edu/historic-preservation/people

Current Faculty

Frank G. Matero 
Professor and Chair, Historic Preservation

Randall F. Mason
Professor, Historic Preservation/ City & Regional 
Planning 

Aaron Wunsch
Associate Professor, Historic Preservation

Francesca Russello Ammon
Associate Professor of Historic Preservation/ City 
and Regional Planning

Lynn Meskell
Penn Integrates Knowledge University Professor, 
Richard D. Green University Professor

Brent Leggs
Adjunct Associate Professor; Senior Advisor, 
Center for the Preservation of Civil Rights Sites

David Hollenberg
Adjunct Professor, Historic Preservation

Michael C. Henry
Adjunct Professor of Architecture

David G. De Long
Professor Emeritus of Architecture

Pamela W. Hawkes
Professor of Practice, Historic Preservation

Joseph Elliott
Lecturer, Historic Preservation

Kecia L. Fong
Lecturer, Historic Preservation; Editor, Change 
Over Time

Clark Erickson
Professor of Anthropology

Andrew Fearon
Lecturer, Historic Preservation

John Hinchman
Senior Research Associate, Center for 
Architectural Conservation; Lecturer, Historic 

Preservation
Roy Ingraffia
Lecturer, Historic Preservation

Dorothy Krotzer 
Lecturer, Historic Preservation

Catherine Myers
Lecturer, Historic Preservation

Anne Nelson
Lecturer, Historic Preservation

Laura C. Keim
Lecturer, Historic Preservation

Eduardo Rojas
Lecturer, Historic Preservation

Donovan Rypkema
Lecturer, Historic Preservation

George Wheeler
Lecturer, Historic Preservation

Appointments

Brent Leggs was appointed in 2020 as is a Senior Advisor and Adjunct Associate Professor at the Center for the Preser-
vation of Civil Rights Sites (CPCRS). He is also the Executive Director of the African American Cultural Heritage Action 
Fund. The largest preservation campaign ever undertaken on behalf of African American history, the Action Fund has 
sparked a movement dedicated to telling the truth about our past, and cultivating hope for the future. As Executive Direc-
tor, Brent leads a growing community of activists, entrepreneurs, and civic leaders who believe that when we preserve 
African American cultural sites, we create spaces where stories of Black activism, achievement and resilience can enrich 
our understanding of the American story, inspire us to explore our potential, and invite us to connect with each other.

A Harvard University Loeb Fellow and author of Preserving African American Historic Places, which is considered the 
“seminal publication on preserving African American historic sites” by the Smithsonian Institution, Brent is a national lead-
er in the U.S. preservation movement and the 2018 recipient of the Robert G. Stanton National Preservation Award. Over 
the past decade, he has developed the Northeast African American Historic Places Outreach Program, and its theme, 
the Business of Preservation, to build a regional movement of preservation leaders saving important landmarks in African 
American history. 

Lynn Meskell joined the faculty in 2020 as a Penn Integrates Knowledge Professor and Richard D. Green University 
Professor, with joint appointments in Weitzman’s Graduate Program in Historic Preservation and Department of City 
and Regional Planning, the Department of Anthropology of the School of Arts and Sciences, and the Penn Museum as a 
Curator in both the Asian and Near East Sections.

Meskell was most recently Ely Professor of Humanities and Sciences in the Department of Anthropology at Stanford Uni-
versity, where she taught since 2005, and is an AD White Professor-at-Large at Cornell University from 2019-2025. Born 
in Australia, she has done pioneering archaeological work across the world, including research into Neolithic Turkey and 
New Kingdom Egypt. Her most current work explores World Heritage sites in India, especially how heritage bureaucracies 
interact with the needs of living communities, and the implications of archaeological research for wider contemporary 
challenges of heritage, national sovereignty, and multilateral diplomacy. Her landmark book, A Future in Ruins: UNESCO, 
World Heritage and the Dream of Peace (Oxford University Press, 2018), examines the politics of preservation in relation 
to international history and global practices of governance and sovereignty. It earned the 2019 Best Book Award from the 
Society for American Archaeology.

Publications

Randall Mason, Professor in Historic Preservation/ 
City & Regional Planning edited the book Values in 
Heritage Management: Emerging Approaches and 
Research Directions alongside Erica Avrami, Susan 
MacDonald, and David Myers. It was published in 
2019 by the Getty Conservation Institute.

Lynn Meskell, Penn Integrates Knowledge University 
Professor and Richard D. Green University Professor, 
published A Future In Ruins: UNESCO, World Heri-
tage, and the Dream of Peace with Oxford University 
Press in 2018.

Randall Mason, Professor in Historic Preservation/ 
City & Regional Planning co-edited the second edition 
of Giving Preservation A History: Histories of Historic 
Preservation in the United States with Max Page, 
published by Routledge in 2019.

In 2018, Professor Frank 
Matero was awarded the 
American Institute for 
Conservation Lifetime 
Education Award, recognizing 
a record of excellence in the 
education and training of 
conservation professionals. 
In 2017, The Preservation 
Alliance for Greater 
Philadelphia honored Frank 
Matero with the Award for 
Lifetime Achievement in 
historic preservation.

David Hollenberg, 
University Architect and 
adjunct professor in the Grad-
uate Historic Preservation 
Program, was recognized for  
his lifelong service to historic 
preservation with two import-
ant awards: The Preservation 
Alliance for Greater Philadel-
phia’s James Biddle Award 
& The AIA John Frederick 
Harbeson Award.

Awards

Francesca Russello Ammon, 
associate professor of historic 
preservation and city and 
regional planning received a 
G. Holmes Perkins Teaching 
Award for 2018-2019. The 
awards are based on the 
input of students at the Stuart 
Weitzman School of Design 
to recognize distinguished 
teaching and innovation in 
the classroom, seminar, or 
studio.

Associate Professor Aaron 
Wunsch  has received a 
Mellon Fellowship in Urban 
Landscape Studies from 
Dumbarton Oaks for his work 
on pre-Civil War cemeteries 
in Philadelphia. Wunsch’s 
project is “Separate Sanc-
tuaries: Philadelphia Rural 
Cemeteries Before the Civil 
War.”

The Milembe Secondary 
School Science Labs project 
by Historic Preservation 
Professor of Practice Pamela 
W. Hawkes and Scott Teas, 
principals of Scattergood 
Design in Portland, ME has 
won a 2017 Honor Award 
from  AIA New England 
Region. 

Lynn Meskell

Brent Leggs
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