YiJu Chen

ABSTRACT

Rooted in the special cultural and geographic context of Japan, the 1988 Nara Charter
provoked a new comprehension of material authenticity and further discussion in
including the intangible aspects of tangible built heritage preservation. Seeing Japan
as a pioneer of historic preservation in East Asia, this research aims to contextualize
the preservation of modern heritage in Japan, its origins, development, and focus on
one of the region’s most pressing problems: seismic risk.

Japan established the Act on the Protection of Cultural Properties in 1950. Influencing
the development of historic preservation in other East Asian countries, particularly
Korea and Taiwan. According to this act, the preservation of cultural properties is
divided into six main and two supplementary categories. Although Japan has one
of the most thorough frameworks for historic preservation in Asia, the exclusion of
modern architecture from this system and the obstacles related to urban renewal Now
present enormous challenges for the designation and protection of pre- and post-war
Japanese modernism.

Kenzo Tange became the first Japanese architect to receive the Pritzker prize in 1987,
and Japan’s Bubble Economy ended in 1991. For Japanese Modernism, the 1990s
was indeed a dynamic time of construction and deconstruction, preservation, and
reflection. The establishment of DOCOMOMO Japan in 1999 was a critical point in
the recognition of local modern heritage.

Of major concern for the preservation of all historic structures in Japan, and especially
those of concrete is seismic risk. The possibility of earthquake resistance improvement
is explored in the National Museum of Western Art (Le Corbusier, 1959) and Kagawa
Prefectural Government Office East Building (Kenzo Tange, 1958).
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“INHERITORS”

— 1923 Tokyo Imperial Hotel Completed

1950 The Act on the
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— 1991 Tokyo City Hall demol
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1994 Preservation Request for — 2006 Hiroshima Peace Memorial Museum and
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1997 Harumi apartn
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— 1997 Jiyu Gakuen Girls' School desig
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Assumption of Mary Cathedral, Hiroshima
designated as “Important Tangible Cultural
Properties

2007 National Museum of Western Art des-
ignated as “Tmportant Tangible Cultural
Properties

— 2021 The demolition

rtant ‘lﬁnsl“t‘ of Nakagin ( .x]‘x.:l.-
Tower started

1ents demolished

tenng

was

— 1923 The Great Kanto earthquake

1949 Horju i Fire

[ 1970 Expo 70

1964 Tokyo Summer Olympics

L 2003 Doc

b 2000 Doc

b 1995 Great Hanshin/ Awaj

‘— 1988 Nara Charter Published

omomo Japan Selection 100

omomo Japan became formal charter

1999 Docomomo Japan Selection 20

= 1998 Docomomo joined AlJ as a working group

i Earthquake

= 1988 Docomomo International established

— 1987 Tange Kenzo won Pritzker Prize




