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Introduction




Germantown Avenue, in its most recent hietory, has undergone
dramatic physical, social, and economic change. The quality of life along
the Avenue and within the surrounding oommunities has been threatened by
neighborhood blight, the destruction of historic fabric, orime,
disinvestment and abandonment. A comprehensgive plan for this area seeks
to improve these «conditions by revitalizing the commercial oore,
encouraging residential improvement projects, offering golutions to
social concerns, and providing for the safety and welfare of the general
public.

In order to incorporate historic preservation inte a final Master
Plan for Germantown Avenue, it was first necessary to develop an
understanding of the project area. This required an evaluation of the
historical and physical evolution of the Avenue, a survey of the
representative sites and structures present throughout the community and
an examination of existing land use patterns.

Team A: Sphere of Influence--Boundaries and Context was responsible
for investigating and documenting the following:

-geographical and natural system characteristics

-nearby open space and parklands - retention and development

~-the influence of adjacent institutions or communities

~transportation networks

-City plans for the area

-historical evolution of the area, as indicated in maps & atlases
The following report documents our discoveries. Each chapter presents a
summary of our findings, indicating those issues that need to be
considered when developing a comprehensive preservation plan for
Germantown Avenue. Alsc included are a series of maps identifying and
evaluating the historic, natural, and functional physical context of the

study area and its environs.



Geographic and Natural
Features




Geographical and Natural Systems

Geology

Philadelphia lies on the fall line separating the Coastal Plain
from the Piedmont, being part of the Wissahickon formation that
extends into Delaware and eastern Maryland. The bedrock of the
area was formed in the Lower Paleozoic-Precambrian era and is
438,000,000 to 1,600,000,000 years old. This bedrock is favorable
for basements, sewage disposal, and agriculture. It consists of
metamorphic rocks including schist, gneiss, quartzite, serpentine,
amphibolite, phyllite, and pegmatite. The most commonly found
rocks in the survey area are schist, gneiss, pegmatite, and
quartzite. In fact, it was along the Wissahickon Creek that
schist was first studied. Thisg schist is often used in local
construction history and containg a fair amount of visible

garnets.

Natural Forest

The area is typical of Appalachian Oak Forest, being composed of
mostly red and white oaks, sugar maple, sweet birch, butternut
hickory, beech, tulip poplar, white pine, scarlet oak, scrub oak,

chestnut oak, and black oak.

Air Quality
Air quality in the survey are can best be described as "good news

and bad news." Sulphur dioxide, carbon monoxide, and suspended




particulates are at very good levels, but ozone and nitrogen

oxide emissions are at the highest levels of the entire state.

Water Quality

The water quality for the Wissahickon, Cresheim, or Wingohocking
Creeks are not known. While the Schuylkill River suffers from
sewage pollution, it is probable that the aforementioned creeks do
not share this problem because sewage is not discharged into them.
The Wissahickon is officially listed as 12.8 miles long with a
drainage area of 64 square miles. Similar information for the

creeks is not ligted.

Sewage Records

Sewage records consist of mostly drainage plats, which reveal much
useful information. The size of the sewer mains directly reflect
where the main drainage valleys of the creeks had been before
being paved over. Philadelphia Water Department practice is
limited to replacement of failed maing, rather than costly large
scale upgrades. The extent and type of materials used for these
repairs also shows how much political strength certain sections
have, as they exhibit more modern materials. While most areas
have combined sewage and drainage, some enjoy modern separated
services. Areas having segregated sewage and drainage, such as
parts of Chestnut Hill, show the largest amount of political

strength.



.l’msburgh

COASTAL PLAIN: Very low relief, ofi
drained soils often sandy and quite i
glaciated from New York City northe

PIEDMONT: Rolling, well-drained su
range usually between good and exc

BLUE RIDGE: Low but rugged mount
slopes; rocky, infertile soils.

Delaware Estuary RIDGE AND VALLEY REGION: Extre:
linear ridges, aligned with linear vall«
commonly about 1,000 feet from foo:
rocky and infertile. Valley soils range
to excellent.

APPALACHIAN PLATEAUS: Table-la:
dissected by streams, especially alon;
margin, Soils variable, but often sand
Atlantic Ocean infertile. Slopes often steep. Westerr:

grade imperceptibly into Interior Lov

PENNSYE

Most of Pennsylvania lies between the Coastal
Plain and glaciated areas to the north. Delaware
Bay, a deep-water estuary, allowed oceangoing
ships to sail completely through the sandbars and
swamps of the Coastal Plain and dock at the
eastern edge of the Piedmont where fertile soils
were unaffected by glaciation.
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Open Space and Parklands



Open space in Germantown, Mount Airy and Chestmmt Hill is an
important factor to congider before developing a preservation plan
for the stady area. As the communities evolved, construction and
development foenged on Germantown Avenme first, and slowly, the rest
of the study area was filled in with buildings, as well. Public and
private open space hegan To digappear, and it was the churches,
aohool, cemataries, and clubg that made sure one conld still still
see a bif of green in the City.

The communities along Germantown have quite a history
congerning opsn space. The gettlers oclustered along Germantown
Avenne, leaving expansive lots of open land behind their dwellings
and huzinesses. Roads and paths were cut to lead to mills and
homesteads off the Avemme, and slowly people settled along these
roads too. This development is still evident today. The most
densely built-up areas are =til1l along the Avenue, and the degree of
pnatural open space inoreases as One approaches the Wigsahickon Creek
and Fairmount Park,

Tn 1802, Philadelphia purchased a parcel of land on Germantown
Avenue that had once besn the estate af John Wister This plot
hecame Vernon Fark, the first small city-owned public park in the
study arvea [During the 20tk century, Philadelphia purchased more
land and hegan to develop the network of public recreation sites
fhat ars eurrently scattered throughout the three communities.

An inventory of public parks and recreation sites has heen

compiled for the study area and 18 included at the end of this



chapter. These facilities are managed and maintained by either the

=

fity of Philadelphia's Department of Recreation's District Three or

4
Fonr (DOR 3 ov 4), or the Fairmount Park Commission (FPC). Thesze

1t

Ua
bex]

apeas are farther broken down inte “aetive” and "passive’ spaces
There are several major areas of concern ass gociated with many of
these sites including maintenance, misuge, under-use, and security.
A recent vigit to several public facilities proved eye opening. Many
of the parks and playgrounds appear abandoned. Graffiti covers any
structures on the site, and grass appearls overgrown and leaves
unraked . Could maintenance neglect be contributing to under-use?

fr did crime or misuse dissuade the average citizen from freguenting
these places long before up-keep became an igsue? The DOR and FPC

manage many properties in the City and not all of them have these

proble

“rudiss and plans for the study area express gimilar concerns
ahent these sites. Edward D, Brady, in een Space of the Cbn “rad
Germanitown Husiness istrict {Philadelphia, 1988) discusses the
misuze, under-use and instability of Vernon Park, Howell Park and
Market Square, as well as parking and vacant lots. He raises the
isgnes of orime and vandalism and proposes consolidating
respongibility for thege facilities as start towvards cleaning up
rhese places. Especially in Germantown and Mount Airy, where open
and green space is rare, these fagilities could be very important
ragenroas For the eitizens. Community problems with crime and drugs
demand that positive and safe reareation sites be a priority.

Of sourge, not all public parks are empty. Tn fact, the parks

Fhat de appeal to residents often suffer from overuge, The



Fast /West Mt Airy Neighborheod Conpservation Plan discusses this
izsue in regard to the Wissahickon Park. As the major recgreation
fearure in the commnity, the City has spent several million dollars
agquiring open space adjacent to the park, “however, the park has
serions problems, such as dumping, molesting of wild life and wear
and tear from heavy use.” (p.13) Again, this is an igsue of
maintenance and supervisgion of uge.

n Chestnut Hill, Pastorius Fark, a Fairmount Park property,

i= financed and watched over by the commnity. It was one of the few
rarks that was being actively used by residents, appeared
immacnlately manicured, and ceemed safe and inviting. However, the
Prezident of the “Friends of Pastorius Park," Norton (Ouent, ravealed
rhat their organization has raised over $100,000.00 for the park’ s
gare. Fairmount Park lets Chestnut Hill take care of this place
hacauge it has the desire and means to do go, and because they seem
to he doing a lot betfer job than otherwise posgikle, Vernon Park
has two community support groups, but they will never matoh Chestnut
Mil1l's funds and their concerns are S0 different, that they may
pever have the chance to manage their own park. As is the case with

most of

these facilities,management must be the city's
respongibility.

The City of Philadelphia doeg intend to renovate several of
the City nwned sites within the next five years. According to the
Capital Investment Flan, rwelve fagilities are slated for funding in
the years Lo coms, The majority of these areas are “aotive” use

locations, an interesting azide. Whether these improvemente will

rruly wake a difference in the long run, is yet to he seen,



When conzidering all of this information, it seems that if
Just one district and agency was responsible for these properties,
that security and maintenance igsues might be better addressed.
Tnatead of dividing these facilities among three groups that each
ynow a little about the area, perhaps consolidating management would
he a start in the right direction. Especially in gommunities that
do pot have the money to manage their own facgilities, making the
citizens feel like they have input and are welcome in these places
is essential, AL this time, it is impossible to assess who should
have jurisdiction over the sites. Recent visits to many of the sites
in Germantown and Mount Airy revealed a similar level of neglect at

areag administered by all three departments. This is definitely an

area in need of further investigation,

4 =scond area of consideration is open space owned privately
ar by institutions  Especially the area Wazt of Germantown Avemie
ig lucky to have a good deal of open space surrounding Fairmount
Parlk . Aerial photographs show homes and schools on large parcels of
land, but how protected are thesa resources? Zoning laws do not
protect green space, only open space and nuisance laws, rarely
inforced are the only means to controlling maintenance. A plan for
the study area should consider guidelines for open space land use
and suggest means to preserve the private and institutional open

space that exists today.



sdigtion

Inventory of Public Recrea tion Sites

(* indicates proposed spending - Capital Investment Plan)
Name Address Juris
Avbury Reo Center Ardleigh and Walnut Lane
b&ltleid Keo Center Chew and Zlst

Eoons Park Churchview and Tower

Cliveden Park Chew, Cliveden and Johnson

Cloverly Park

Fairmount Park

Fairview Park
Fernhill Fark

Gorgas Park

Happy Hollow Playground
Harpers Hollow Park
Hillside Hec Center
Howell Park

Kellvy Park

Kamble Park

Kendrick Heo Center
Loudon Park

Lavett Fark

Hallery Flayground
Manyunk Fark

Market Sgquare

Mcekichael Fark

Morriz Estate Rec Center
Horton Playground

Wount Airy Playground
Nicetown Fark

Pastorins Park

PFleasant Flayground
Stenton Park

Venice Island Flayground
Vernon Park

Wakefield Fark

Water Tower Rec Center
Waterview Heg Center
Wigsahivkon Playground
Wissahickon Neighbors Play
Wister Playground
Wister Woods

Young, Lonnie Center

School House Lane and
Wissahickon
Aleng the Wissahickon Creek
Manyunk at Conarroe

Roberts, Roosevelt and

Morris S5t.

lidge and Hermitage
Wayne and Logan

Ogontz and Kemble

Fountain and Fowler
Greene Strest #5215

Pechin and Parker

Olney and Chevw

Ridge and FPensdale
Abhotzford and Cermantown Ave
Germantown Ave and Sedgwick Sk
Marton and Johnson

Silverwood and Recgtor
Germantown Ave and Church Lans
Midvale and Henry

16th and Chelten

Baynton and Haines
Germantown Ave and Sedgwick
18th and Germantown Ave
Wooddale, Millman and Hartwell
Boyer and Pleasant

18th and Courtland

Schuylkill Canal and Cotton
Germantown Ave above Chelten
Lindley and 1l6th
Hartwell and Ardleigh
Kittenhouse and McMahon

Penn and Pulaski
Hermit and Terrace

Baynton and Shedaker
Wister, Stenton and Belfield
Chelten and Ardleigh

DOR
DOR
DOR
DOKR
FpC

FPC
DOR
FpC

DOR
DOR
FpC
DOR
DOR
DOR
Fpe*
DOR
FPC
DOR
DOR
DOR
DOR
DOR
DOR
DOK
DOR
DOR
FpC
DOR
FpC*
DOR
DOR
FpPC*
DOR
DOR
DOR
DOR

4#
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4
4

4
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Influence of Adjacent
Institutions & Communities



J,

dnother goal set forth within Team A"z “Sphere of Influence:
Boundaries and Context,” was Lo atudy the specific influence of adjacent
or nearby institutions or communities. To understand the present dav roles
of these institutionsz and compunities, research on the immigration and
settlenent patterns of theae groups of people that are prevalent in the
Germantown Avenus area today was beneficial.

In 1930 the percentages of African- ~Mmericans and foreign born peoples
living in the Northwest district of Philadelphis, which encompaszaes all of
cermantown Avenue, were evenly distributed (Table Iy. Az noted by Sam Bass

s

Yarner in The Private City. important to the Philadelphia Hetropolis,
the immer northwest sector offered a place where lower-middle-class
working-class, and lower-class families of every ethnic and racial
hackground could live, constrained only by their ability to pay rent. The
heterogeneity of the district contrasted favorably with the more narrow,

-,

exclusive, and prejudiced patterns of the industrial northeast” {Warner.

]

J182). This character of social settlement was predominant in Germantown
by 1930, cauzing a continual northern migration up Germantown Avenue
toward Chestnut Hill by the middle and upper-class population, which had
dumlnwfed Cermathtown since the Civil War. This group of Anglo, niddle to
upper-class people had originally come Lo Germantown to escape the
expansion of warehouses, business offices and factories within the "old
city,” being one part of Philadelphia‘a population which ~ ©..could afford
the costs of building new homes and the costs of conmating, {transforming
Germantown fromy a separate village. .. (to} a bedroom neighborhood for the
city” (Davis.p.282). By the 1930°s iromically, this economic group fled
northward for mach of the same reason that it leff centrg} or “old”
Philadelphia. Hence a domination of Germantovmn by Afri&én—Americans and
ather ethnic groups as & whole began as early as these years.

Several mincrity groupsz, who have heen in Germantown for many



generations, retain a stronghold within this neighborhood. The Quakers,
especially with the continual pperation of the Germantown Friends School,
retain a visible and active presence within the commmity. While the
Ttalisns and Irish no longer individually portray & strong role in
Germantown, they have merged over the years within Catholic congregations
that are spread throughout the area. It is nostly however, the continusl
presence and growth of the African-dmericans that has enabled this group
of people to change from being the minority to the majority in Germantowmn.
Although the largest influx of African-Americans did not ocour wntil
er 1210 {Tables II and III). it is inportant to note that the African-
imerican commmity in Germantown today feels strongly about their heritage
in the area. which reaches as far back as the days of slavery. A branch of
the Bethel African Methodist Episcopal Church, founded in the late 170073
by a former slave of the Chew family named Richard Allen, remains at
Germsntown Averme and Tulpehocken Street. Several institutions and
agencies for “relief and social betterment” were established as far back
as before the time of emancipation, including a school house for the
education of African-Americans in 1770, built by the Society of Friends
(Ershkowitz, p.48). Significant occurrences in African-Americen history,
such as the anti-slavery protest at present day Freedon Flaza, took place
in Germantowm. Interestingly, one aspect of life that has remained
poncurrent throughout the African-Americen history in Germantowm, is that
the majority of these residents have not usually owvned their own home or
property. Instead. this group of pecple have remained in the position as
renters. aAccording to Byron Woodson, head of the Germantoyn Buziness
Azsociation, by the late 1970°s the percentage of renters, opposed to
homeowners, increszed even more 30 as a lower income population of

African-Americans settled in the area. This fact is very aignificant when

2l

addressing the izsue of historic preservation within the neighborhoods



of Germantown adijacent to the Avenue.
In the more cohesive community of Cheatnut Hill, where the majority

of r

fyid

sidents are middle-upper class homeowners and there are three or four
core neighborhood and business associations, historic preservation is a
concern which can be more readily addressed. Indeed, preservation efforts
and restoration projects have been successfully carried out in Chestnut
Hill among businesses and private homecwners because the funds and a
cooperative interest within the commmity was there. Az verified by Jim
Flagherty, manager of the Cheatnut Hill Community Association, it is
halisved that preservation concerns have been largely addresszed, therefore
comcentration is put toward maintensnce of what has been prezerved. Thus,
hecause the community has managed to reach this level. it can be more
restrictive upon who occupies retail, restaurant and residential space
along and in the vicinity of the Avenue. This goal was made clear in the
Chestrut Hill Community Associatiom’s 1989 Long Range Planning Committee
report prepared by the Environmental Reaearch Group. Titled chesinut
Hill: People. Eaviropment. Issues, Goals, the strength of the community as
a whole is ewphaszized asz it states “clearly a set of guidelines for
developnent which have strong community and Development Group support and,
ideally. legal grounding will aid Chestnut Hill to get acceptabhle new
developuents and prevent undesirable ones” {CHCA,LRP Comm.p.123)

Byron Woodson of the Germantown Business As gociation is quick to

H-l

wint out that whereas their orgsnization wonuld like to have such controls
as Chestnut Hill's, their immediate concerns are to simply Keep retail and
residential space in the vicinity of the Avenue occupied, with whatever
huzines= and residents they can attract. To expect to be able to prevent
undesirahle ones, to set gquidelines for their development and to also
paintain preservaticn standardz is unrealistic. This is bhecause in

Germantown, a cohesive community with cooperative interests zuch as



Chestmut Hill s does not exist. Instead, it iz an area that is primarily
consists of black, middle-lower income residents, few of whon are
homeowners. Hence the community needs and concerns of Germantown,
represented by rumercus neighborhood groups and business asscciations, are
vastly different from those of Chestnut Hill., And as voiced by many of
the leaderz of these organizations, preservation does not rank highly on
their priority lists

In a 1980 svumposium sponsored by the Wyck Association and the
Ebeneger Haxwell lMansion entitled Speces and Flacss in Gerpanionwd:’
Contepporary Life 1n an Historic Fovirpmmend, the fact that Germantowm in
the late nineteenth century became so diversified, mainly due to the
accessibility of the railrcad and the work available in various
industries, still rewains evident today. Groups, 7. ..strongly defined by
race, class, ethnicity, or religion...” came to be identified with their
particular neighborhoods (Wyck Assoc.p.156). Therefore, as pointed out by
Erother Smith of 5t Vincent's Catholic Church in the Yernon Park area.
what iz seen today iz evervone trving to protect their owm turi. He feels
there is a lack of sensibility toward an overall concern for the needs of
Germantown, especially when pertaining to historic preservation. As
emphasized in the Wyck/ilaxwell lansion symposium. the historical
perapective of settlement in Germantown by various clazses, races and
gthnic and religiocus groups. ..

“mokes it ewsier to understand the divection that historie preservotion takes in Germantown.
Beomuse of the originnl quality of cur buildings, muny survive. Fut the ties of the comwnity that
lived avound these remnants vories widely, =s the concept of commwunity still wries in Germentown. It
iz s%ill most fragile for those who think of eommunity in terms of neighborhood geegraphy, becausze as
friends ond selotives mowe, the comvunity diszppenrs. There is little to beld thoze whose whols sense
of compunity iz tied up with pecple (wove thon structures] whe live in elose neighborbood azzecintien.
Theye ore mony people whe sre relwuted through some institution with vhich they may Fave 2 long-term
associntion such as Gerwantown Rozdemy, Gevmantown Irviends, or one of the churches. It that institutien
moves mway, oy renson for these people to invelws themselwes in Germontown may slsoe move wwoy. Those
who Bave been most metive in histeris preservation in Germantown tend to be pecple (homeownsrs)

connected by family with o particular structure. Even if the whole family moved mway, the strusture
remmined snd dazoendants could vetain some identification with Germantown® [Wyck fissoe.,p.16].



S0 it is wmade clear that because of Germantown’'s wide diversity of
interests anong different neighborhoods. that because there seems to he
less of an interest toward architecture among renters versus homeowners
and that because the majority of residents are of a lower sociceconomic
level, historic preservation ztands a tough fight. It has also been noted
by warious community leaders that the primary issues that are of concern
for most of these groups are the problems of drugs, crime, adequate
houzing and unemplovment. These issues are the ones that do have the
ability to pull the warious neighborhood groups, otherwise working
separately, together to cowmunicate. Sometimes, as noted by Brother
Smith, zoning issues have the ability to bring all factions to work
together, as was the case with the fight against the proposed Belfield
Bypazs. Dubt what is acknowledged az being needed by both Byron Woodson
and Brother Smith is an awareness that preaervation can supply a means for
furthering solutions towsrd these problems of common concern.

It iz this teaws s recommendation, as EBErother Smith agrees, that ons
way to achieve this would be for plammers and preservationists to try fo
involve the community more in their efforts and to try to research what
the needs are of all the various groupz in the site plan. For example,
Brother Swmith heads an application program for the emergency needs of
single woman and children called The Indwelling Corp. It is a non-profit
group that purchases structures for quick rehab and then houses those with
immediate relief need. The organization currently owms eighteen such
houses. This iz an organization which strives to nend an issue ﬁf CONCErn
to most of Germantown’s various neighborhood groups and essentially is
doing it through a means of preservation. It is by involving such a group
as this in a projected plan that could help a community to understand
that preservation seeks not to achieve the restoration of an aesthetic

past, but to restore a neighborhood according to its designated needs.
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NEGROES AND FoRrEIGN Born,
By Districts, 1930

Percent of Group Living in a District

Negro ltalian Russian  German Irish
Downtown 5.7 0.6 2.4 L5 3.6
Northeast 5.5 10.6 9.3 43.8 17.8
South 26.4 63.7 28.1 4.2 12,0
West 23.3 13.0 242 92 26.2
Northwest 39.1 12.1 36.0 41.3 40.0

1000%  100.0%  100.0%  100.0%  100.0%

Number Living in the City of Philadelphia
222,504 68,156 80,968 38,066 31,359
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British
2.1
41.4
5.0
18.0
33.5
100.09,

36,593



MAPC
Distribution by Wards of Negro Population
of Philadelphia, 1910
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Transportation Networks
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To plan for the Germantown Auende shudy area, it is

e

importent to understand its history. &z Far as the

transportation networks, this past begins before the First

s

¥

sitlers arrived, Ower the centuries there was a remendous

it}
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amount of growth that tTed to the conditions of tords

;

s
Fom L
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traced this groweth, and related it to the planning proposals

of the recent decades.

Teo do this, [ wvieited many institutions in Fhitadelphia,
including the Germantown Historical Saciety, the Historical
Seciety of Pennavivania, the Free Library, the SBEPTS
Library, and the City Planning DFfice. Also consul ted were

Aecuments that other team members ocbhtained.
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The hiztory af the Germantown dvenue study ares begind

with the Indians. Germantown Guenue was originally an ITndian

in 14827, Roads
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path on oa ridge, which the n

starting in 1883 for acoess
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&, churches and
for hauling Vime. By 1743, regular stage lines were running

betwesn Fhiladelphia and Bethlehem. In 1202, Germantown

=

fpenue was decl
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"

T

d a turnpike, and was the major northwes

rovte from Philadelphia to ocutlying towns such as Bethlehem,

i

Rorristown, and Reading., In 1804 the Avenus was paved,
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posaibly with the Belogian block existing today . The

T
P
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improvemsntes mad ‘hie time not only changed its

impazsahle reputation but encouraged more develapment in the
area, such as for summer residences of weal thy city

merchants.



I 1832 the ratlroad was opened o Germantown, and was

original roote ie part of the present Chestnut Hill East
lTine, with the terminal station at Price Street on
Germantown Avende ., Thizs was a oriticsl sevent becauss (1

helped Germantown become a Philadelphia suburb and & major

1

imdustrial ares, In fact, Germantown was the first commutsr

7

Fralliroad suburbk. In 1854 the line was sxtended to Chestnut
Hill, but one had to change trains in Germantown. The line

o Geprmantown was n Tled the Germantown Branch of the

[

(1 EX N

18

Philadelphia and Reading Railroad and the extension to
Chestrnut Hill was called the Chestnut Hill Branch of the
Fhiladeiphia and Reading Railroad., The suburban growith

extended along with the railroad, mostly around the statio
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and the tracks until atter borld War 1, Since commuting was

¥

more expensive than the trolley and the stage coaches,

Chestnut Hill becams s middle and wpper olass suburb,
Trolles tracks were installed for the horse-—drasn
Germantown County Passenger Failway Company in 135% from

Philadelphia to Germantown, and extendesd to Chestnut Hill &
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Im 1872 the present Chestnut Hill lest line was opened.

There was a western branch off of this route at Chelten
fvenue, which led to Roxborough, and an eastern branch
runming parallel to Uresheim Foad, called the Fort

Washington Branch of the Fennmsylvania Raillroad.



the trolley to Germantown was electrified, and
B 1E¥4 11 was extended to Chesitnut Hill, and called the

Feople s Traction Company of Phitadeliphisa, There were alsa

troller Vines on Chelien Avenve, and on Wayne Avenus from

sTe

Wavne Junction to the railroad tracks,. Trollers were use

Hi

mare than teains by poorer people, and for shorter trips,
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were aleso advertised to be wvery enjoyrabl
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For bouring.
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as the Mumber 22, i the longest Known trolley car route in
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the country.
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Vong awail ted bridge owver the mooth of the

shickon Creel was completed, VinKing Germantown to

FRosborough and the Main Line by oway of Walnut Lane. Tt was

not only an important step to avtomobile and harse
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travel, but is extremely impressive and beautiful to wiew,

Im the early twentieth-century, the railroad branch

into Roxborough was eliminated, & Tittle later the fwo sast

=

Times hecame one continual serwvice and the linkage tracks at
Bermantown @vends werse eliminated, By mid-century the branch

leading to Fort Washington was eliminated
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Fhiladelphia and Reading Railway became ths Chesinut Hill
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East and MWest lTines

Southeastern Pennsyluwanias
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Transportation Authority of today. In 1725 motaorbuses were
introduced in Fhiladelphis by the Philadelphia Rapid Transiz

Compan .

B the mid twentieth—century the Germaniown Aavenus

study area was experiencing tratfic congestion., Obviousiy



the pre—avtomobile road swsiem is not efficient +for
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congestion. Unfortunately the proposals, such as new
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sars, road widening
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, and road connections would

require historic structur
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snd landecapes to be demolished.
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The proposed Belfield Bepass and Marth Fenn Expressway of

the 1948 Morthwest Philadelphia plan, required both rosd

widenings and structure demolition on miles of roads in the
study area. The Belfield Brpass would alsc alter the central
Fare of historic Germantowrn. Until 1984 the communities wers
allowed to be legally invalwed in the decision process, and

i 1PET the Germantown commun ity took the Oty of

"

i}

Fhiladelphia

Fad
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nocourt to protest these already officially
approved and funded highwars and won. This commun ity changed
the direction of urban renewsal .

The

i

local strest improvemsnts of the 1973 Traffic

HY

Study would require not only the demalition of
individual Ristoric stroctures, a blook of historic

structures, and the los

-
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of open epace, buot would also alter

the configuration of the colonial roads.



The mass transit syetems of the railroad, trolleys and

Fuses are considered efficient in thes

T

proposals. Aaleo, the
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planners state the importance of the historic environment,
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et they do not propose how to save 4 far az the

'.
it

113

transportation networks improvemsnts are concerned. The

Belfield Brpass contoversy taught the planners and the oitwy
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tor consult the communi bty before approving any proposals that

wentld alter the environment .
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"The Chestnut Hill Land Use Guideline
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Beginning in the sarly Te, improvemesnts fo

Germantown Svenue were made without the destruction of the

historic character. The histaric Belgian bBlack wa
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remoned,
new mechanical serwvices were installed, and although the

interior of the trolley tracks were paved with concrete, the
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Belgian block was replaced on the r of the street. Some

gction were left untouched., In the summer of 1992 this wark
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wWill e completed at the southern end of Germantown.

"Trnwesting in Philadelphia:

i

Frogram," includes only one improvement to the
tramspartation srstem; the Chestrnut Hill West traction
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modernization., The tracke and the siagnals will ke replacec



by 1993 and there will be no physical glterationzs ta the
surrounding area or to the appearance of the railroad.
Urfortunatels SEPTE wants to eliminate the trollew
lines, City Flanning wants to continue this svatem, Ther
appreciate the historic aspect of the trollevs, sspecially

the
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Jumber 23, and they do not pollute the air Tike the
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INDIAN PATHS

SOURCE: PALL ALd. WALLACE,
~ “INPIAM PATHS OoF PENMSYLVIA,
1965 .
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2 OADS ESTABLISHED BY 187
TeAIN ECOUTE BY 1871
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“RAIN ROUTE BY 1925
TROLLEY ROUTE BY 1925
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City Plans



In saddition to ddentifyving natural land features, community
development patterns, open space areas, and transportation networks, it
waz necessary to  review preexisting city plans developed for the
individual neighborhoods along Germantowm Averme. The series of reports
included:

Final Peport: Horthwest Philadelphia I -- CLIO Group, Inc., 1933

Central Germantown Urban Penewal Area: Historical Report, 1966

Central Germantown Urban Fenewal Area: Technical Report, 1966

East/¥est Hount Airy: Neighborhood Conservation Plan, 1977

Chestnut Hill: People, Enviromment, Izsues and Goals, 1990

Investing in Philadelphia: The 1992-1997 Capital Program, 19%0

Each plan presented a mission statement., a list of issues to be addressed.
and recommendations auggesting ways Lo nmeet plan objectives. Thorough
evaluation of the siy reports revealed o gemeral set of issues/subjects
addressed within each plan. These included:
~-neighborhood description
-boundary definitions
~gxizting conditions/current activities
-housing
renters vs. individual owmers
VACANCY
blight and disinvestnent

elderly population

al

-land use:
coumercial
industrial
recreational

public institutions



-zoning
converaions
non-confoerning uses
open space
natural features
-service issues:
schools
recreation
transportation
health care
neighborhood security
~-public opinion:

concern and comments by area residents

Theugh the plans were similar in the fact that they addressed many
of the same issues, they differed in the extent to which these issues were
considered. The “threats of concern” varied from neighborhood to
neighborhood, with the Germentown plans placing an ewphasis on
copmercial revitalization, the Hount Airy plan identifying blight, nom-
conforming use and abandonment of residentizl structures az their main
interest. and the Chestrut Hill community addressing social char acter,
adninistrative izsues and changing trends in the Philadelphia area.

Included in this report sre a series of charts which have heen
developed in order to highlight the miszion statement, subjects addressed.
and recommendstions presented within each plan. Thease charts identify the
individual consideration of each plan, and the “threats of concern” for
the respective community. In addition, & copy of each plan’s original
“Tahle of Contents” has been included to represent the different

L)

approaches taken by each community in developing a comprehensive plan. It



iz fairly obvious that the Chestnut Hill plan, completed in 19%0, is Dy
far the most conprehensive report prepared.  This is due, in part, to the
fact that it is the most recent publication, with all others dating from
the late 1960°s through the mid-1970°=s. Another, wmost critical factor, is
that the Chestnut Hill Comwunity Association possesses the finances to
commission such a  report. Deapite the fact that the issues wvary
onziderably, it is suggested that future plans developed for the

Germantown and Ht. Adry communities lock to this plan as a model,
incorporating a similer approach to address existing conditions in those
neighborhoods

There seemed to exist, within each report, a general awareness of
the history of each area and its relation to neighborhood improvement.
future developuent end the overall character of the community. For
example, the #Horthwsst Fhilsdeiphis Report, written by the CLIO group.
suggests the creation of six historic districts to protect the significant
architectural fabric present within these neighborhoods. In chestnu?
Hill: Feople. Environment. Issues and Gosls. the Environmental HResearch
Group devotes an entire chapter to the Historical Analysis of the area and
the desire to retain the communities architectural heritage.

Rehabilitation and restoration programs are presented as a means to
achieve community revitalization in the CJemirel CGermamtovi Urban Renevel
dres;  Technicsl Fepord and the Zasés¥esd M. 4diry  Keighborhood
Comssrvaiion Flsp Despite the historical ewmphasis, the majority of
programs and planning techniques presented within these reports exclude
the vital preservation component. Yarious recommendationz are made within
pach report which suggest urban renewal, rehabilitation sand revitalization
programns.  Unfortunstely, a method in which fo achieve these goals is not
prezented. A4 preservation program nust be developed to encourage, guida

and manage change along Germantown Avenue.



Az suggested by Eugenie Ladner Birch and Douglass Roby in "7k
Flapper and the Freservationist. 4n hessy A177ance”, a comprehensive plan
for Germantown  Avenue must  integrate the planning and preservation
professionsg. The preservationist can approach the project from an

esthetic standpoint, identifving and publicizing significant buildings,

s_u

neighhorhoods and cities. Plannerzs can contribute their skills by
providing legal and administrative conservation techniques and integrating
these programs into general schemes directing urban development.®

The Comprehensive Preservation Plan, to be developed within the
repaining eight weeks of the fall semester, must promote the conservation
af entire neighborhoods, residential, commercial and industrial. It must
incorporate the surveying. evaluation, districting and zoning tools
neceszary to maintain the historic fabric and architectural heritage that
exists along Germantown Avenue today. It must fully document the history
of the surrounding communities, their relation to each other and the

immediate “threats” present within each area. Preservation planning must

3

examine the current social concerns plaguing Germantowm, t. Airy, and
Chestrmt Hill., It nuat view these issues az a critical indicator of the
way in which preservation planning is to be directed, the compronises that
must he reached and the cooperation that must be szought Detween

professions when zeeking to direct urbsn growth and development.

"Eugerie Ladner Birch and Douglass Foby, “Fhe Flarirer g ihe Fressrvalionis! 7 L dreasy e T Joumal
af the Arnerican Planning Association, Spring 1984, Yolume 50, Mumber 2, p. 206,



Final Report:
Northwest Philadelphia



Final Report: Northwest
Philadelphia - CLIO

Higsion Statement

-document buildings in
Northwest Philadelphia

—~determine eligibility
for listing on National
Register

Subjects Addressed

-building description

-boundary definitions

-transportation networks

-land use:
residential
commercial
industrial
public

-maps

-natural features

~gommunity opinion

-open space

-economic factors

-identification of

historig fabric

Recommendations

Survey reveals a wealth
of 18th, 19th and 20th
gentury buildings in
Northwest Philadelphia.

Create six historiv
districts:

1. Germantown Historic
District.

2. Indian Queen Lane
District

3, Manheim District
4. 01ld Suburb District
5, Pelham District

6. Woodward Estate
District



Central Germantown Urban
Reneval Plan:
Historical Report



Central Germantown
Urban Renewal Area:
Historical Report

Hission Statement

Document historical
background/evolution of

Central Germantown Area.

Subjects Addressed Recommendations

~-historical background/
evolution of area
-harmonious integration
of new development
-areas west of Avenue
-areas east of Avenue
-maintenance of suburban
character
-parking
~vigual corridors
-security issues
-maps-identification of
certified properties in
area



Central Germantown Urban
Renewal Plan:
Technical Report



Central Germantown
Urban Renewval Area:
Technical Report

Higsion Statement

To develop a plan to
revitalize the
commercial core,
strengthen and expand
the areas institutions,
conserve the residential
area and “make Central
Germantown once again a
busy, vital center for
Northwest Philadelphia.

Subjects Addressed

~aging real estate
~archaic street system
-changing population
composition
-competition from
outlying industrial,
retail, and commercial
businesses
~rehabilitation programs
-revitalization of
commercial core
-conservation of
residential area
-interiors survey
-environmental factors
-blighting influences
-market analysis
-semi-public vs. private
spaces
-assets of community
-vacant buildings:
residential
commercial
industrial
institutienal
~gommunication with
other agencies
—agquisition of land for
rehabilitation
-glearance of buildings
to meet preservation
cbjectives
—~goherent sign problem
-eliminate incompatible
uses
-facade studies

Recommendations

Traffic & circulation

problems must be solved

before any other
improvement actions can

be justified

-relieve congestion

-provide temporary
parking

-gliminate curb parking
to expedite traffic
flow

Initiate urban renewal
program:

-rehabilitate existing
buildings along Maple-
Wood Walkway

-use Maplewood renewal
to encourage private
rehabilitation and
development throughout
commercial area.

Develop Market Square
within renewval program
so that residents will
become more consoious of
Germantown’ s historical
past-to be accomplished
without c¢learance and
minimal disturbance to
extant surroundings

~encourage conformance
and rehabilitation with
Minimum Property
Standards and land-use
gontrols

-engourage restoration
rehabilitation beyond
project boundaries

-keep community informed
and interested
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East/West Mount Airy
Neigh. Conservation
Plan

Hisgion Statement

Conduct a detailed study
of the existing
conditions in East/West
Mount Airy as revealed
by various data sources,
site investigations and
community discussions.

Subjects Addresgsed

~funding
—gurrent activities
-elderly residents
-Septa system
~-service issues:
schools
recreation
transportation
health ocare
security issues
~housing
vagancy
blight
tax delinquency

-gommercial
decline in activity
mixed-use
modern storefronts

-zoning and land-use
gonversions
industrial uses
noige
traffic
parking
pollution

—~lack of recreational
facilities

-dilapidated rail
stations

~demand for services to
the elderly

Recommendations

Creation of public
policies directed toward
the conservation of the
existing residential
neighborhood,

Stimulate private
investment and reverse
trends toward
neighborhood
deterioration through a
“program of activities
dealing with
neighborhood problems”

~-HUD should rehab and
sell vacant houses
-private rehabilitation
should be encouraged
-loans and grants should
be given to homeowners
—activity area should be
surveyed by the Streets
Department for site
improvements

—-where rehabilitation is
not possible, demolition
of vacant buildings
should take place

~Urban League’s Default
and Delinquency
Counseling Service
should be active in
commnity.

A detailed study should
be made to identify what
type of commercial
activity will be
gupported by the
community. Once these
issues are dealt with,
physical improvements
can be made.

—gonduct survey of
illegal convergions



The East/West Mte Airy Neighborhood. Conservation Plan

TABLES OF CONTENTS Page
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De ¥Vacant Houseé on Blocks for Special Study
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Study

Is Program Description for CD Activities




ast/West Mte Airy Neighborhood Copservarion Plan
Summary Sheet 7 |
ISSUES POLICIES REGOMMENDED ACTIVITIES
Housing Housing Housing
le Majority of vacant houses are le The conservation program should rehab le Acquisition of vacant houses should start on blocks wi££

concentraied on blocks adjacent
to German#own Avenues

the vacant houses which have the
greatest impact in restoring investor

two or more vacants and on blocks with publicly owned
vacant houses or previous Homesteading activitye

of the hist-oric character of buildings
has been covered over by modern
storefrontss

-2-

2¢ There is a concentration of elderly confidencee 2 HUD should rehab and sell vacant houses they presently
homeowners on fixed incomes on blocks 2+ Elderly homeowners should receive priority owne PHDC should rehab and sell vacant houses acquired
adjacent o Germantown Avenuee for assistance in maintaining and on activity blockse The Homesteading program should
3¢ The formew Curtin School now used for rehabilitating their homese continue to be active,
storage, s poorly maintained and has 3e Private investment in rehabilitation 3¢ Private rehabilitation activity should be encourageds
a blightimg effect on the surrounding activity must be encouragede Certain vacant houses acquired in the activity area could
residential neighborhood, 4e Homeowners should be provided with be turned over to private redevelcpers through the
Le Tax recordls show an increase in tax technical advice on renovation work and Vacant Review Committee,
delinquency in West Mte Airy, financial counseling to avoid tax 4e Loans and Grants should be given to homeowners in the
5e Vacant lotsy, created by clearance, delinquency and default on mortgagese activity areas for home improvemert projectse
have become dumping areass Se Existing community based efforts to improve 5¢ The activity area should be surveyed by the Streets
the housing conditions should be reinforceds Department for site improvements. New curbs, sidewalks,
street trees efceywhere necessaryswill support
rehabilitation activitiese
6e Where rehabilitation is not possible, demolition of vacant
s buildings should tak. places The resultant vacant lots
should be acquired and conveyed to adjacent property owners
for side or rear yards.
7¢ Free paint for house exteriors should be made available to
homeowners in the activity areae
8¢ The Urban League's Default and Delinquency Counseling Service
should be active in the communitye This could help to reduce
defaults on mortgages and act to prevent vacancy in the future,
9¢ Local lending institutions should increase loan money available
to residents in the communitye This will maximize the impact
of rehabilitation done with Community Development funds,
Commercial Commercial Commercial
le Commercial activity has been declining le The Germantown Avenue commercial strip le In order to properly address the problems of the Germantown
along Germantown Avenue, leading to an must undergo physical and economic Avenue commercial strip, a detailed study should be made to
increase im vacancye regeneratione The strip should be identify what type of commercial activity will be supported by
2¢ Many buildiings are mixed use; recognized as a gateway to the communitye the communitye Once economic and marketing issues are dealt with,
commercial on first floor with Commercial development should be guided physical improvements can be made,
apartments above and are partially by the need for commercial services in the
vacante communitye
3¢ The streetscape is cluttered and much



ISSUES

POLICIES

RECOMMENDED ACTIVITIES

Zoning and Land Use

Zoning and Land Use

e e

Zoning and Land Use

Se

the serwice structures in the
communitye

The demand for services to the
elderly is high, particularly at
the Emlen Arms Apartments in
West Mte Airye

3=

Le Larger residential structures le A policy concerning the conversion le A survey should be made to determine the extent of "illegal"
are being converted into apartments, of single family residential conversions of single family homes to other usese This
boarding homes, private schools, etcs structures to apartments and other survey will indicate the extent of the problem and help in

2¢ Pockets of industrial uses in residential nonw~residential uses should be formulating a policy toward further conversion activitye
areas cause excessive noise, traffic developed by the community, the 2¢ The remapping program should be completed in the communitye
and parking congestion from truck Planning Commission and the Community 3e Non-residential land use activity should be monitored more
activitye Development Offices closely by Licenses and Inspections for possible violationse

3se The grounds of the SEPTA depot at 2e Non=residential land uses should be 4e A meeting should be held between SEPTA, residents and the
Germantown & Westview are poorly controlled to minimize adverse project manager from the Community Development Office
maintaineds In addition, excessive impact in primarily residential arease concerning what improvements are to be made by SEPTA to the
noise, pollution, and parking 3e The grounds of the SEPTA depot should depot at Germantown and Westviewe
congestion are a problem to area be maintained to a level in keeping
residentse with the surrounding residential contexte

Serwvices Services Services

1, There is a lack of active le An analysis of service needs in the le The Recreation Department should undertake a study of
recreation facilities in West Mte Airye communityiwill be done to identify key poteritial active recreation sites in West Mte Airya

24 Several of the commuter :rail stations issues injeach major service function, 7%e The {CPTA ommuter rail station improvement progrz: s!. 1d
need extensive improvements Including, schools, recreation, transportation, be expand~¢ to include major renovation work at all
Allens Lane and:Sedgwicke health servicesji neighborhoc¢ security, East/West ‘=4 Airy Stations,

3e The SEPTA depot.(see Zoning & Land and sanitatione  Where neces:ary 3e Policy decisions concerning the level of institutional
Use above). modifications will be made in the delivery development in the community should be developed t - the

4e There is an influx of nursing homes, of services to better respond to the community groups in cooperation with the Health Sy .tems
group homes, halfway houses and other needs of the communitye Agency of Southeastern Pennsylvania.and the Northwast
institutional uses in residential Health Coalition Ince
areas placing additional burdens on 4e EMAN's Together Blocks program to improve neighborhood

security should be expanded throughout the communitye Once
an analysis of police crime statistics has been made,
recommendations can be made as to re-allocating police
personnel and anti-crime programs.
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Chestnut Hill: People,
Environment, Issues &
Goals, 1990.

Misgion Statement
Gain a clear
understanding of the
sovial and physical
state of Chestnut Hill,
the changes that are
taking place there and
the perceptions of its
residents about the
positive and negative
aspects of these
changes,

Establish a framework
for thinking about the
causes of actions that
the Community Assoc.
might take on behalf of
the residents of
Chestnut Hill.

Subjects Addregsed

~Chestnut Hill in
gontext
~historical analysis
~degrees of development
-trends analysis
national
regional
-geographic context
-discussion of social
frame, people, organize-
actions and institutions
that link them
—”desired futures”
City’ s goal
Residents
Neighborhoods

Issues, Opportunities

and Problems:

—-ggonomic & social
trends

-physical structure

—-admin.structure

—attitudes

-regulation by economic
trends

-planning for the future

Recommendations

Present a basis for
long-range planning-a
gause of action.

Professional Planning
Develop:
-reforestation plan
~transportation and
traffic plan
-Germantown Avenue Plan
and Guidelines
-large Property
Subdivision Plan and
Guidelines
-Planning for the
Elderly
~Village Enhancement
Plan

~design crime prevention
plan

~institutional develop.
plan

CHCA/Community Plans
~-review committee
structure of the CHCA

~increase effectiveness
of the CHCA to meet
future demands

~planning for
adolescents

~-preserving the
architectural heritage
of Chestnut Hill




4.

TABLE OF CONTENTS

GOALS OF THIS STUDY 1
Outline of the Report
Boundaries '
Character
Purpose of this Study

CHESTNUT HILL IN GEOGRAPHICAL CONTEXT 7
Links to Surrounding Areas
Characteristics of Surrounding Areas
Summation

CHESTNUT HILL TODAY 13
The Physical Environment .
The Social Frame
The Life of Chestnut Hill _
The Subareas (Neighborhoods) of Chestnut Hill
Conclusion

HISTORICAL ANALYSIS: WHY CHESTNUT

HILL IS AS WE KNOW IT 68
The Early Days
The Railroad Suburb
The Post World War II Years — Decline and Renewal
Conclusion

TRENDS ANALYSIS 78
Factors Shaping the Social and Physical Development
of Chestnut Hill
Developments and Trends in the Suburban Fringe
Changes and Trends in Philadelrhia
Develcopment and Trends in Chestnut Hill
Implications

DESIRED FUTURES 100
The City's Goals
Chestnut Hill Camunity Association's Goals
The Goals of the Residents of Chestnut Hill
The Goals of the Neighborhoods of Chestnut Hill
The Goals of Other Stakeholders
Conclusion

ISSUES, CPPORTUNITIES, AND PROBLEMS 118
Socio-Physical Issues, Opportunities, and Prcblems
Economic and Social Issues, Opportunities, and Problems
Physical Structure Issues, Opportunities, and Prcblems
Administrative Issues, Opportunities, and Prcblems
Conclusion



8. A BASIS FOR PLANNING THE FUTURE 135
Planning Requiring Professional Assistance
Planning Which may Require some Professicnal Camponent
Planning Which can be done Within the CHCA Camittees

A Postscript
APPENDIX A: THE STUDY METHOD 147
APPENDIX B: CHESTINUT HILL BY CENSUS TRACT 153

APPENDIX C: REFERENCES 160



Investing in Philadelphia:
The 1992-1997 Capital Program



Investing 1in
Philadelphia:
The 1992-1997
Capital Program

Hission Statement

To summarize the sources
of funding and areas of
investment, and to
highlight major issues
of the $2.9 billion
1992-1997 Capital
Program.

Identify specific
eritical requirements
and to reprogram
currently available
appropriations to ensure
that these needs are
met .

Targeting:

-egonomic development
-neighbhd. improvement
-infrastructure renewal

Provide for significant
investment by the City
in public facilities
used by the people of
Philadelphia.

Subjects Addressed

Allocation of funds:

-Department of Commerce
~-Finance Department
~-Fire Department

-Free Library

~-Dept. of Public Health
~Office of Housing &
Community Development
-Dept. of Human Services
-Managing Director’s
Office

~Planning Commission
-Police Department
-Philadelphia Prisons
~-Dept. of Public
Property

-Dept. of Reoreation
-Dept. of Streets
~-Water Department

List and maps of
Neighborhood Projects

cgommendations

Distribute funds in
order to:

~protect public health
and safety

~promote neighborhood
improvement

~renew City’s
infrastructure

-make government more
effeotive and efficient

-enhance the city’s
economy



N@H ........................................................................... muUNHOHnH ﬁOOQHOQ&Mmmz wO mﬁmﬁz .mu.CnN mumm..H
H@ﬂ ........................................................................................... mUOOSHOQQMMOZ muH ﬂuﬁ.ﬁ %HAU NLH.H_

Suspung a1qu]Ivay yim SOV poORioqySaN

................................................................................................................... uﬁmﬁﬁaﬁm (] 13eM.
.............................. $19915 JO aﬁwgummmg

uonearsy jo yuaunredsd

............................................................................................... %u.HOQOHnH Uﬁﬂﬂnﬁ. MO aﬁmaahﬂmma
............................................................................................................... mﬂHOmM.HAH ﬁE&ﬂ@@ﬁﬂEnH
............ juauriredaqy a010d

UOISSTUIo)) JuruuelJ

...................................................................................................... 20hJO §,103211(] SuiSeuey
................................................................. $91AI9G URUINL] JO JUBUN tedaq

yuswdopas(] Aumuuro)) pue Sursno jo DO
WiresH dnqnd jo neunredad

........................................ \A.HN HQMA 2a1 .hH
......................................................................................................................... HQNEMHNQOD @HMHH

apnpayog Surpung - wivsSoid 1v13dvD) £661-T661 YL

.................................................................................. mwﬁuno,mhm qOMumucﬁa\m“%H“mQOUﬁmumﬁm
.......................................................................................................................... SpUn,] JO SIIINOG
........................................................................................................................... Hmmy ummvsm mng_ ZO-WW“&—“‘MUJQNOQZﬁdﬂ& ALD \
wexgo1 rendeD) £661-7661 943 Jo Areurnung A
.................................................................................................................................. UOTINPOTIU]

wvaSoid 1v1dvD) L66T-766T 24t JO SHEHYSIH

SLNHINOD 40 H14V.L

NWvao0dd q<:m<0 1661-C661 FHL VIHd13AYTIHd NI ONIISIANI




(o) ONS TAL COSTS FOR SIX-YEAR PROGRAM
‘NEIGHEORHOOD INFRASTRUCTURE
; IMPROVEMENT RENEWAL
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Historical Evolution




Historvy of Germantown

July 14, 1683 - By Treaty with Nepsshickan of the Unami tribe of
the Leni-Lenape (Delaware) Tndiang, #7277am Fenn is granted
rerritory including Germantown, Mt. Airy and Chestnut Hill.

August 20, 1683 - Francis Dantel Pastordus and twelve other German
immigrants from the Frankfort-on-the-Main area arrive in
Philadelphia.

Getober B, 1683 - The Crefeld contingent, numbering around forty,
arrives in Philadelphia to join the others.

October 12, 1683 — A warrant is issued to Pastorius for land on
sehalf of the Germantown purchase.

Gotober 24, 1683 - Thowas Fairman, SUrvVeyor for the proprietary
government, surveys the land and lays out the town gite of
Germantown.

Detober 2%, 1683 - Pastorius and the settlerz meet in a cave to
draw lots. Fourteen lots are appropriated by lottery to
settling families.

1683 - Farliest road is laid out, oalled Townsend's Mill Road {now
Church Lane).

1665 - William Penn’' s agents grant 200 aocres of land to Rrichard
Toynsend to build a grist mill (20th Street and Church Lane).

1686 - By this vear, the community has its own church building which
doublee ag a civie center when needed.

1687 - Germantown Avenue opens as a cart road.

April 18, 1688 - Germantown Friends, meeting at the home of Tunes
Kunder (5109 Germantown Avenue), adopt the first protest
against human slavery as prepared by Pastorius.

April 2, 1689 - Penn's commissioners of property grant- 5700 acres,
comprising the Township of Germantown, to Pastoriusg asg a
representative of the gettlers,

1690 - #illiam Rittenhouse establiches a paper mill on a branch of
the Wissahickon Creek (arcund Rittenhouse Street and Lincoln
Drive) which many believe was the first paper mill in America.

1690 - With Willism Rittenhouse as their minister, Mennonites begin
to hold meetings in Germantown.

g. 16906 - Wyck is built.

1691 - Germantown obtaing an incorporated government by charter from
William Penn.

1693 - Lime Kiln Road opens as a pike.

June 1694 - A group of Fietists from Germany settle along the
Wigsahickon near Hermit Lane, Called the Hermits of the
Wigssahickon, they hold the first Lutheran services in the
community lead by Hernrieh Berphard Koster

1698 - The first scheol book is printed in America,

January 11, 1702 - A community school opens with Pastorius as the
teachar.

1703 - The Great Read te Wales opens. (now the Bathlehem Pike)

1104 - Lr. Christopher KHice, an Englishman, settles in Germantown.

In 1705, he paints the portrait of Jobannes Kelpius, the



Teader of the Wissahickon Pietists. This painting is believed
fa be the first oil portrait painted in America,

1705 - The Friends, who have been worshipping in Germantown since
1686, mild a stons meeting house near present Germantown
Avente and Coulter Street.

January 11, 1707 - A representative of the British crown declares
Germantown' s government illegal and terminates it. Germantown
bemomes a township in Philadelphia county.

1707 - Fastorius gathers together the first American herbarium.

1708 - The firet Mennonite meeting house in America ig built in
Germantown,

1109 - John Henry Snrogel acquired control of the Frankfort
Company's lands. Controversy surrounds the acquisition and
gome settlers lose their land,

May 28, 1710 - Faulius Vaa Filecy, a reformed preacher from
Neshaminy, Bucks County, baptises several people at Chestnut
Hill,

June 4, 1710 - The first church in Chestnut Hill is officially
formed, the Whitemarsh Reformed Church.

1714 - Chestnut Hill gets its own Preshyterian Church.

1719 - The first body of the Brethren of America arrives in America.

February 17, 1719 - Pastorius dies.

1720 - Relations with the local Indians, friendly until now, take a
furn for the worse as settlers begin to crowd them out of
their ancient homes.

December 25, 1723 - The Church of the Brethren organized in
Germantown, becomes the mother organization for the Brethren
in America.

1723-1730 - Stenton is built,

About 1727 - 8t Michasl's Lutheran Church is founded.

1730 - Germantown Avenue becomes and official road.

About 1732 - The Reformed Church is built at Market Scuare, This
church later becomes the Market Square Presbyterian Church.

April 8, 1732 - David Rittenhouse is horn.

1737 - Spruce Mill Road opens. (now Thomas 1Mill Road)

Harch 1742 - Count Finzendorf founds the first Moravian schoeol in
America in Cermantown. It is later moved to Bethlehem where
it still functions.

1742 - Paper Mill Road Opens. (nov Hartwell Ave)

1742 - Stenton Avenue and Graver's Lane open.
1743 - (rdstopher Sower prints the first Bible in America in any
Eurcpean language, in Germantown.

1747 - Fisher Lane opens. (now East Logan Street)

1760 — Germantown Academy is founded.

1761 - "Cliveden,” the (hew family mansion, is built.

1763 - The regular stage line from Philadelphia to Bethlehem opens.
1764 - The Faxtany Pops invade.

1712 - Jsoob Bzp establishes the first typefoundry in America.
1776 - Rex Lane opens. (now Abington Avenue)

September 2%, 1777 - The British army ocoupies Germantown.
Oatober 4, 17717 - The Battle of Germantown is fought.
1793-1794 - George Rashington 1is a resident of Germantown.
1796 - Hethodists begin to hold regular gervices in Germantown.



1796-1797 - Giloert Stuart paints portraits of George Washington in
Germant own .

1796-1799 - The Yellow Fever epidemic in Philadelphia fills
Germantown with refugees from Center City.

1800 - Hiram Lodge becomes the first Masonic Lodge organized.

1801 - The Germantown Turnpike Company is chartered.

1804 - Germantown Avenue is paved.

1810 - First Presbyterian Church is organized.

1811 - 5t. Luke's Church is formed as the first Episcopal parish.

1814 - The first bank began business, later to become the National
Bank of Germantown and Trust Company.

1817 - First Sunday School opens at St. Michael's Lutheran Church.

July 20, 1825 - General Lalapelie visits Germantown.

1826-1846 — The American Classified and Military Institute operated
as a boarding school in Germantown.

1828 - Chestnut Hill gets its own cemetery.

1830 - The first English newspaper in town is issued, {¢he Germantorsa
Talagraph.

i830's - The grounds of Market Square are landscaped with trees and

Grass.

Jupe 6, 1832 - The rail road from Germantown to Philadelphia
opens

Kovember 29, 1832 - Zoussa Map dlcoté is born,

1834 - The first Baptist congregation is established at Chestnut
Hill.

1824 - The railroad bridge over the Wisgahickon is completed.

1838 - Germantown falls victim to the national silkvorm phase, and
Mulberry trees are planted all over town.

1844-54 - Germantown has a borough government.

1845 - The first Catholic parish is organized.

1845 - The streets are named officially.

1851 - Germantown Gas Company brings natural gas to regidents.
Germantown Water Company pipes water to residences, as well.

November 10, 1852 - Henryp Vanlpke is born.

1853 - Chestnut Hill Avenue opens.

1854 - Germantown is consolidated into the city of Philadelphia.

1854 - Germantown gets a full time police force.

1854 - The railroad opens to Chestmut Hill.(now Chestnut Hill East)

1854 Summit Street opens.

1854 - The Wissahicken Turnpike opens.

1854 - Market Street opens. (now East Chelton Avenue)

1855 - The Main Street railroad Station is constructed.

1859 - The trolley tracks are installed, and the first streetcars

run to Germantown, pulled by horses.

1863 - East Willow Grove Avenue opens.

1871 - GCermantown gets a full time fire department.

1872 - The Germantown Turnpike is freed.

1872 - The second railroad opens to Chestnut Hill. (now Chestnut

Hill West)

July 1, 1874 - Charley Aoss is kidnapped.

1883 - The Civil War Monument in Market Square is constructed,

1988 - West Logan Street opens.

1892 - The c¢ity buys land for Vernon Park, the first small park in
the community.



1899 - A new trolley system opens.

1900 - Wister railroad Station opens.

1901 ~ Hensp Ford rolls out his first fifty cars, and one is bought
by a Chestnnt Hill resident.

1901 - Wayne Junction railroad Station is constructed.

1603 -~ The first apartment building is uilt by Jokn Delong; it is
calied the Delmar and is located at Chelton Avenue and Morris
Street

1907 - Gorgas railroad 3tation is demolished.

1007 - Stenton railroad Station is constructed,

1967 - The Wissahickon Bridge is completed. (Walnut Lane)

1910 - Germantown High School opens.

1915 - Five pin oaks and two white ash trees from Gettysburg as

planted at Market Square.

1925 - Motor Buses begin operation.

1931 - Missz Anna Hazen Howell wills the City ownership of a 1.6

aore parcel of land for recreational use. It becomes Howell Fark.

1936 - Pastorius Park is created.
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Conclusion



In conclusion, the five areas of investigation tell us a good
deal about the study area. It would be impossible to say that we
understand the study area completely. In fact, our investigation
has lead us to more questions and avemues of inguiry. But, some

gonenrrent ideas have come out of all of our research.

a. Plans in the past have failed to invelve the commnity. Even a

questionnaire can make rezidents feel that they are contributing.

b, Plans in the past have failed to stress social lssues.
Pregervation planning can be a catalyst is turning & neighberhood
around for the better. Let the residents know that there are varied

levels of praservation,

o Plans in the future must consider population increase, traffic
patterns, ete., if we want to bring new residents, buginesses, and

jobs into the community.

4. Preservation doesn't necessarily mean recreating a time past. It
oan mean rehabilitation and resteration. Communities need to he
avare of a projects goals and understand them, to support them.
s Transzportation expansion needs to continue to be sensitive to the

Area



£ Natural and geographic concerns have played a crucial role in the
development of this community, and should be considered in planning,

so they can continue to do so.

g. There seems to be an emerging need to break down the study area
into areas of common concern. Chestnut Hill might be handled on its
own. Germantown and Mount Airy should not necessarily be broken
apart Germantown Avenue seems to be a border between Eastern and
Western distriots that share issues of interest. Geography and

transportation suppert these divisions.
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